
 

  

  The Graves Facts          
   
This rocky ledge is home to the outer most lighthouse in Boston harbor. 

Managing Agency 
U.S. Coast Guard 

Agency Designation 
Graves Light 

Current Use 
Aid to Navigation; park purposes. 

Harbor Location 
Outer Harbor 

Longitude 
Latitude  

42° 21' 38.3" North  (Approximate center of island.) 
70° 52' 08.6" West  

From Long Wharf 
11 miles 

On-island Circulation 
None 

 
VISITOR SERVICES & FACILITIES 

Hours Not open for 
recreational use. 

Piers/Docks No  

Visitor 
Season 

0 Boat slips 0 

Visitor Staff  No  Moorings 0 

Guided Tours  No  Park Boats  None 



Lifeguards No  Car Access  No  

Toilets  flush - No  
composting - No  

Campsites 0 (capacity ea.: 0)  

Picnic Areas 
Cooking Grills  

No  
No  

Group 
Campsites 

0 (capacity ea: 0)  

Refreshments No  Camping 
Capacity 

0 

Drinking 
Water  

No  Trails No  

Visitor Cautions  
Access to the island is discouraged and is dangerous due to rocks and surf. 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION  

Total Acreage 
1.80  upland acres 

Highest Elevation 
15 feet  

Short History  
The tallest of the three lighthouses in Boston Harbor, the Graves is sited at 
the main entrance to Boston Harbor, and continues its tradition as a 
navigational aid, though now automated. 

Vegetation  
There is only aquatic vegetation on the island. 

Wildlife  
Overview survey in progress. 

Geology  
The Graves is an aggregation of rock outcroppings rising 15 feet above the 
high water level. 



Water Features  
A cistern with a holding tank for pumped water is located in the base of the 
lighthouse. 

Views and Vistas  
The 113-foot tall Graves Light is visible from a 24-nautical mile range. Views 
from the Graves to the surrounding harbor are generally inaccessible. 

Buildings  
Lighthouse. 

Fortifications  
None 

Other Structures  
Railings and platforms are secured to the rock outcrops to aid access to the 
lighthouse. 

Comments  
Graves Light Station is included in the 1987 thematic nomination, 
Lighthouses of Massachusetts. 

 


